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FRIENDLY VISITORS
The Friendly Visitors program of Catholic Charities of Northeast 
Kansas provides the elderly with anything from a friendly call to  
transportation. The program has proven to be highly popular in 
Topeka —and in some cases, a lifeline. Pages 8-9

NEW MONASTERY
The Little Brothers of the Lamb are looking to build a monastery 
in Kansas City, Kansas, on the grounds of an abandoned baseball 
field owned by the archdiocese. Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
invited the Little Brothers to establish their first house in the 
archdiocese in 2013. Page 3

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. — 
Life was already precar-
ious for Roxy Singleton 
when she found out she 
was pregnant. 

But then it got worse.
Singleton, 27, was 

living with a man, who 
himself lived with his 
mother and stepfather. 
Her living situation 

changed when the man committed a crime and went 
to jail.

“His mom and stepdad threw me out three days af-
ter he went to jail,” said Singleton. “I was close to five 
months pregnant.”

She ate at church-sponsored food kitchens and 
stayed at overnight homeless shelters or the homes of 
friends or kindhearted strangers.

“I worried about where I’d sleep, what I’d eat — 
those basic things,” she said. 

Today, Singleton and her daughter — four-and-
a-half-month-old Natalie Grace — live in safety and 
comfort at Nativity House KC, a residential program 
for homeless pregnant women age 21 and older, based 
in Kansas City, Kansas.

The alternative would have been terrible.
“I would have had to give up my baby to the state, 

and probably just end up in a homeless shelter and try 
to figure out what to do,” said Singleton as she balanced 
her babbling, kicking daughter on her lap.

NATIVITY 
HOUSE: 

Rare refuge 
for women

BY JOE BOLLIG

>> See “PRO-LIFE” on page 5

Nativity House KC resident Roxy Sin-
gleton holds her baby Natalie Grace, 
after coming to Nativity House from 
a day center for the homeless in 
Missouri. Natalie was born on Sept. 
11, 2014. Singleton is now a student 
at Kansas City Kansas Community 
College working on her associate’s 
degree in early childhood education. 
She also is enrolled in the RCIA pro-
gram at Christ the King Parish in Kan-
sas City, Kansas.



Recently, I met 
with some 
elementary 

school students who 
participate in voca-
tion clubs in their 
parishes. 

In the course of our 
conversation, I asked them 
what they thought was the 
most important day in my 
life. One student, aware I 
had just celebrated my 10th 
anniversary, suggested the 
day I became archbishop of 
Kansas City. I acknowledged 
that, indeed this was a very 
important and special day 
in my life, but it was not the 
most important. 

Another student 
proposed the day I had been 
ordained a bishop. Again, 
I acknowledged that this 
was a very important and 
special day, but not the most 
important day of my life. 

A third student answered 
the day when I was ordained 
a priest. I told them that 
this May I will celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of my 
priestly ordination. Truly, 
it is a day that I will never 
forget and it changed my life 
forever, but still it was not 
the most important day of 
my life.

The most important day 
of my life was the day of 
my baptism. On that day 
I received the very life of 
Jesus Christ. I was given 
an eternal destiny to live 
with Our Lord and all the 
saints forever. Nothing 
that has happened to me 
since or will happen in the 
future can ever come close 
to being as significant or 
important as the day of my 
baptism. 

At my baptism, I received 
a share in the eternal life of 
the triune God. I became a 
brother of Jesus Christ, an 
adopted son of the heavenly 
Father, and a temple of the 
Holy Spirit. In essence, I 
became a living tabernacle 
for God. And the same is 
true for all of you.

Just over a week ago, we 
celebrated the beginning of 
the Lenten season with Ash 
Wednesday. I am always 
edified by the large number 
of Catholics who come to 
Mass on Ash Wednesday. 
There is something about 
the signing of our foreheads 
with the ashes from the 
burnt palm branches of 
last year’s Palm Sunday 
celebration that resonates 
with people.

Ash Wednesday reminds 
us of our mortality. The 
ashes symbolize the 
fleeting nature of any 
worldly pleasures or 
accomplishments. Through 
symbol, the liturgy reminds 
us that some of the same 
people waving palm 
branches and welcoming 
Jesus to Jerusalem as the 
Messiah would, in a few 
days, be part of the mob 
calling for his crucifixion.

Lent could be described 
as a six-week meditation 
on our baptism. We begin 
with the sober reminder of 
the passing nature of this 
world and how nothing 
material can satisfy our 
deepest longings. We end 
on Easter with the renewal 
of our baptismal promises, 
recalling the great gift of 
our baptism, as well as the 
responsibilities that come 
with it.

God has given us this 
incredible gift of sharing in 
his life. Yet, with every gift 
there come some obligations 
or responsibilities. We are 
called to live in a manner 
that is consistent with our 
dignity as living tabernacles 
carrying the very life of 
Jesus Christ.

Some will come to 
believe in Jesus or not 

believe in him based on 
how we represent him 
in the world. Since we 
correctly claim to be part 
of the body of Christ, 
others can properly 
expect that they should 
be able to recognize Jesus 
by the manner in which 
we live our lives. People 
have a right to anticipate 
encountering in us the 
living Jesus. Wow! That is 
quite a privilege, but also 
quite a responsibility.

In the baseball world, 
spring training has 
begun. It is amazing what 
professional athletes 
will do in their efforts 
to compete well on the 
athletic field. They will be 
very disciplined in their 
diet and exercise regimens. 
Athletes will think nothing 
of spending long hours 
performing repetitive drills 
to ingrain the skills they 
need to be able to compete 
well.

Batters will spend hours 
attempting to perfect their 
swing. Pitchers will work 
diligently to develop a new 
pitch. Fielders will devote 
an enormous amount of 
time repeating the same 
fielding and throwing drills 
so that their execution in 
games during the regular 
season and the playoffs, will 
be second nature.

Lent is a time for the 
Christian to return to the 
basics. It is a time to ponder 
the gift and beauty of 
God’s love for us revealed 
in his Son. It is a season 
that beckons us to deepen 
our friendship with Jesus 
by ramping up our prayer 
life. It is a time to free 
ourselves from disordered 
attachments — things, 
activities and relationships 
that pull us away from our 
first priority, God.

Imagine what our 
relationship with Jesus 
would be like if we spent as 
much time in prayer as we 
do watching television, on 
Facebook, texting and/or 
talking on the phone. If God 
is your number one priority, 
check your calendar to see if 

your daily schedule verifies 
this.

Let us begin Lent by 
anticipating where this 
season will end. On Easter, 
we will be asked: Do you 
believe in God, the Father 
almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth? Do you believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord, who was born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered 
death and was buried, 
rose again from the dead 
and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father? Do you 
believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting? 

If our answer to those 
three questions is “I do,” 
then how can God not be 
our number one priority?

I encourage all of us to 

make a commitment during 
Lent to give God more 
time. You might participate 
in daily Mass, spend a 
weekly or daily hour in 
eucharistic adoration, read 
the Bible — especially the 
Gospels — prayerfully, pray 
a daily rosary, make a daily 
examination of conscience, 
or all of the preceding. 

If you believe, as do I, 
that the day of your baptism 
was the most important day 
in your life, what are you 
doing to nurture that life in 
Christ that is within you? 

Jesus can change us if 
we spend time with him. 
If Jesus is truly ruling our 
hearts and directing our 
lives, then we can change 
our families, our parishes 
and northeast Kansas. 

Think about it.  
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LIFE WILL BE VICTORIOUS

ARCHBISHOP 
JOSEPH F. NAUMANN

CALENDAR

ARCHBISHOP
NAUMANN
Feb. 27-28 
Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulcher winter meeting — 
Omaha, Nebraska

March 1 
Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulcher Councilors’ winter 
meeting — Omaha

Rite of Election — Most Pure 
Heart of Mary, Topeka

March 2 
Catholic Leadership Institute 
Envisioning Team — chancery

Catholicism on Campus EWTN 
filming — Donnelly College

Benedictine College dialogue 
with senior philosophy and the-
ology majors — Atchison
 
March 3 
Wyandotte County regional 
priests meeting — Holy Name, 
Kansas City, Kansas

Lent evening of reflection — Our 
Lady of the Presentation, Lee’s 
Summit, Missouri

March 4 
“Trust One Greater” — Christ 
the King, Topeka

March 5 
Religious Alliance Against Por-
nography conference call

Administrative Team meeting

Confirmation — Holy Spirit, 
Overland Park

March 6 
Catholic Legal Association na-
tional meeting

March 7 
Anointing Mass — Curé of Ars, 
Leawood

ARCHBISHOP
KELEHER
March 1 
Confirmation for Leavenworth 
parishes 

March 2-4
Bishops’ meeting in Lafayette

March 4 
Confirmation —St. Paul, Olathe

March 7 
Anointing Mass — Curé of Ars, 
Leawood

March 8 
Confirmation — St. Agnes,         
Roeland Park

Lent is a time for the Christian to return to basics
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By Jill Ragar Esfeld
jill@theleaven.com

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— When you walk 
into the chapel of 
Lumen Christi, the 
monastery of the 
Little Sisters of the 
Lamb here, you en-
counter an oasis of 

peace and beauty.
Located in the heart of the inner city, 

Lumen Christi is a little piece of heaven 
spilling over into the poverty surround-
ing it.

The Little Sisters and Brothers of the 
Lamb sing the liturgy in perfect harmony, 
and it is as close to celestial choirs as you 
will experience on earth.

The public is welcome to attend the 
liturgies, and many who do so are trans-
formed by the experience.

“When you enter in this place,” ex-
plained Little Brother Christophe, a 
member of the male branch of the Com-
munity of the Lamb, “you know that God 
is here.

“The walls are crying the Gospel.”

An abandoned field 
with a future

Just down the hill from the Little Sis-
ters’ monastery is an abandoned baseball 
field owned by the archdiocese. 

Half the field has been donated to the 
Little Brothers so they can build their 
own monastery — another place of holi-
ness and joy for this neighborhood.

A few Little Brothers came here ini-
tially to help the Little Sisters get settled 
in 2008. They stayed to help with the 
construction of Lumen Christi.

In 2013, Archbishop Joseph F. Nau-
mann invited the Little Brothers to estab-
lish their first house in the archdiocese.

Three Little Brothers currently share 
the responsibility of building a founda-
tion for their community here — Little 
Brothers Christophe, Mariano and Joa-
chim. More will follow.

 “Normally, where we have a founda-
tion of the Sisters, we try to put a foun-
dation of the Brothers,” explained Little 
Brother Christophe.

Though the domestic lives of the Broth-
ers and Sisters — as well as their daily 
mission of begging for bread and sharing 
the Gospel — are kept separate, they com-
plement each other in many ways.

For one, the Little Brothers provide 
priests to celebrate Mass for the commu-
nity.

And they provide harmony in singing.
“The necessity is very clear,” said Little 

Brother Christophe. “Our liturgy is a four-
voice liturgy and very beautiful when 
there are Brothers and Sisters together.” 

The community also believes they can 
better serve the poor when both Brothers 
and Sisters reside in the same neighbor-
hood.

“There is a motto on which the com-
munity is founded,” said Little Brother 
Joachim. “The motto is: ‘Wounded, I will 
never cease to love.’ 

“This message of charity, of Jesus be-

ing on the cross, is the center of what we 
would like to live.

“It is a light for everybody — for the 
rich, the poor; every human being. “

A place of charity 
and welcome

The three Brothers currently share 
the former St. Joseph Church rectory 
in All Saints Parish, but long for a mon-
astery that reflects the charism of their 
community.

“We think the monastery will express 
something of our life,” explained Little 
Brother Christophe, “that this is a place 
where monks are living together, having 
a life of charity together; a place of wel-
come.

 Little Brother Christophe, who helped 
with the design of Lumen Christi, has al-
ready drawn up plans for this project.

“It is the same look, simple and like 
the neighborhood around it,” he said. 
“But it will be less than half the size of 
the Sisters’ monastery.”

That’s because Lumen Christi will 
remain the common chapel where they 
will celebrate Mass.

The Little Brothers’ planned home 
will feature cells for the monks and men 
wishing to experience their life, a small 
chapel for daily prayer, and a refectory, 
which will serve as a welcoming space.

“We want to open our table to others,” 
explained Little Brother Christophe. “We 
want to offer an opportunity to poor peo-
ple, friends and everybody to share this 
experience with us.”

“The monastery is not just for the 
Brothers, for our comfort,” added Little 
Brother Mariano. “We can see the exam-
ple of the Sisters. It is a welcoming place 
for friends, for all people. 

“For this is our mission, to give the 
Lord to the people.”

The Brothers and Sisters hope the 
monasteries will help to spread their 
community and its charism throughout 
the United States, just as their communi-
ty spread through Europe from its begin-
nings in France.

“Because we are the first houses in the 
United States,” said Little Brother Chris-
tophe, “the little monasteries in Kansas 
City will serve as a base.”

A different kind 
of begging

The Community of the Lamb is a 
mendicant order. Its members rely sole-
ly on divine providence and charity for 
their living and go out begging for their 
daily bread.

In the process, they share the Gospel 
with those they meet.

Begging for food comes naturally to 
these monks as they have done it for 
many years and in many countries. 

But begging for money is a different 
matter. 

“But it is time to do this difficult thing,” 
said Little Brother Joachim. 

And so the Little Brothers began the 
challenge by requesting prayers from a 
powerful source.

“We had the wish and the intuition to 

go to the schools, to beg for prayers,” said 
Little Brother Joachim. “We know the 
prayer of little children opens the heart 
of the Father.”

The Little Brothers passed out prayer 
cards to students entrusting the project 
to St. Joseph.

“Because he is the patron saint who 
took care of Mary and Jesus so they al-
ways had what they needed,” explained 
Little Brother Joachim.

Now the Little Brothers are appealing 
to the wider community and are more 
than happy to accept personal delivery 
of donations and prayers.

“We need money,” said Little Broth-
er Mariano. “But at the same time, we 
would like to know the people who help 
us, not just receive their money.”

He encouraged those interested in the 
community to come to Mass at Lumen 
Christi.

“We invite people to come participate 
in the liturgy,” he said. “It is the best way 
to know the community.”

Mission in the midst of the poor 
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Little Brother Joachim, left, and Little Brother Mariano look on, as Little Brother Christophe, seated, explains the plans for the monastery of the Little 
Brothers of the Community of the Lamb in Kansas City, Kansas.

Help the Little Brothers 
The Little Brothers of the Lamb ask 

people first for prayers. But those wanting 
to help financially can send checks pay-
able to The Little Brothers of the Lamb; or 
contact the Little Brothers directly at the 
following address and phone number:

The Little Brothers of the Lamb
801 Vermont Ave.
Kansas City, KS 66101
Phone: (913) 998-6644
www.communautedelagneau.org



Nativity House, a 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit organization, was born out of 
the efforts and inspiration of Barbara 
Belcher and her husband, Vin, mem-
bers of Queen of the Holy Rosary Par-
ish in Wea.

Nativity House opened on May 1, 
2014, and has since accepted eight 
women into the program. Currently, 
four women live at the house under the 
guidance and care of housemother Lisa 
Blackstock. 

Three of the current residents gave 
birth in September 2014. The mothers 
and their babies will stay a full year at 
the house during their post-birth stage 
and prepare to live independently.

During their stay at Nativity House, 
the residents are helped to either get 
jobs or to further their education. 
Their health insurance, medical care 
and dental care are all provided for 
them.

 “Our programs are based on their 
goals, and Lisa has a goal-setting pro-
gram with eight separate goals,” said 
Belcher, including spiritual, education-
al and employment-related ones. 

“Our philosophy,” continued the ex-
ecutive director of Nativity House, “is 
that we are not concerned only about 
their uterus; we love the whole wom-
an.”

Blackstock teaches a purity program 
called “Get Real.” She also teaches a re-
ligious component based on Matthew 
Kelly’s “Decision Point.” As a result 
of their participation in the Nativity 
House program, two of the women are 
in the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults program to become Catholics.

Others teach the young women 
more practical skills, like financial lit-
eracy based on Dave Ramsey’s pro-
gram.

Morgan West, 25, came to Nativity 
House on her due date. Fortunately, 
her son Richard Isaiah was born five 
days after she entered the program.

“He has his grandfather’s name, 
which is Richard, and that’s also my 
dad’s middle name,” said West. “I was 
12 when [Dad] died. I felt like when I 
gave birth to my son, he was there.”

If there had been no Nativity House, 
she would have had to place Richard 
Isaiah for adoption.

Kelsey Flaherty, 23, was living with 
her father when she became pregnant. 
He was not happy about this, so Fla-
herty went to live with her mother, 
who was getting divorced.

“A week and a half before she moved 
out, she informed me that she found a 
new place to live and I was not allowed 
to go with her,” said Flaherty. “So I 
stayed in her old house. I was basically 
squatting, homeless, for two months.”

Flaherty found Nativity House 
thanks to help she received through an 
archdiocesan pro-life ministry.

 At the time, she was a cashier at a 
grocery store in Overland Park, where 
her brother worked in the deli. One 
day, her brother called her excitedly as 
she clocked in.

“[He said,] ‘I found this phone num-
ber on the back of the T-shirt of some 
random woman in the produce depart-
ment,’” said Flaherty. 

That number was for the Gabriel 
Project. 

Flaherty called it, and they matched 
her with an “angel.” Her angel put her 
in touch with Nativity House, where 
she was set up for an intake interview.

“I was the most nervous wreck ever 
— wondering if I’d legitimately have a 

safe place to stay,” said Flaherty. “It was 
very scary.”

Flaherty, the mother of four-month-
old Rilynn Eilyssa, is going to school 
to be a certified nursing assistant and 
then plans to continue her studies to 
be an obstetrics and gynecology nurse.

“Having a safe place to stay for me 
and my daughter is my main goal — to 
give her a better life than I had,” said 
Flaherty.

The fourth woman to stay at Nativi-
ty House is a new arrival, Cristen Land-
ers, now six months pregnant. Age 21, 
she would have been eligible to stay at 
the Light House in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, if they had had room. Instead, 
they referred her to Nativity House.

“[Nativity House] helped me get a 
doctor,” she said. “I didn’t have insur-
ance, and they helped me get a doctor 
and insurance.”

There is a huge demand for materni-
ty shelters for homeless, pregnant adult 
women, said Belcher. Nativity House is 
the only program for these women in 
the Greater Kansas City metropolitan 
area. Sadly, Nativity House only has 
room for four, and has turned away 
many: 50 last year, 10 in January, and 
three so far in February.

 “There’s . . . very few resources in 
town for homeless pregnant women 
over age 18,” said Belcher. “Most tran-
sitional housing [programs] don’t want 
pregnant women in their facilities be-
cause they don’t want the risk. So it’s 
really hard when we have people call-
ing and wanting help, and we’re full.”

That’s why Belcher wants to expand 
from a single house to a Nativity Vil-
lage.

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, al-
ways supportive of pro-life efforts, vis-
ited Nativity House on Jan. 18.

“Archbishop Naumann was dis-
mayed to learn that we had to turn 50 
women away last year because there 
was no room in the inn,” said Belcher. 
“We will begin a feasibility study this 
year to build Nativity Village and in-
crease our capacity to care for more 
women and their babies.”

For information about Nativity 
House, call Belcher at (913) 220-6869.
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By Heather Nelson
Special to The Leaven

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Ad-
ministrators from Catholic 
schools across the Archdio-
cese of Kansas City in Kan-

sas gathered Jan. 28 at Archbishop Jo-
seph Naumann’s home here.

Each year during Catholic Schools 
Week, the archbishop hosts a gathering 
for school administrators. The evening 
includes Mass, dinner and a social hour. 
The archbishop also discusses with his 
guests the successes and challenges he 
sees facing archdiocesan schools. 

Father Tom Schrader, O.Carm., 
president of Bishop Ward High School 
in Kansas City, Kansas, is new to the 
archdiocese. He said that his first ex-
perience of the event gave him new 
insight. 

“I’ve been an educator for 25 years 
— I realize how special time with ad-
olescents is,” said Father Tom. “It’s a 
time to be able to discover yourself 
through the context of Christ.” 

Father Tom said that Archbishop 
Naumann emphasized the impor-
tance of Catholic education —  it not 

only shapes young people into dis-
ciples for Christ but, even greater, it 
saves souls. 

Monika King, principal at Maur Hill-
Mount Academy in Atchison, said she 

looks forward to the yearly gathering. 
“It gives me another opportunity to 

meet with the other administrators,” 
King said. “I’m not in the Kansas City 
area. It’s tough.” 

King said that it’s helpful to hear 
from others who share similar chal-
lenges — it’s a reminder that she’s not 
alone. 

“We’re able to have laughter and 
conversation with people. We’re there 
to support each other,” King said. “It’s 
like a big family dinner.”  

Rick Strecker, president at Hayden 
High School in Topeka, shared a sim-
ilar experience. 

Strecker said the archbishop 
opened up discussion between the ad-
ministrators, which allowed them to 
share their insights. It was beneficial, 
Strecker said, to interact with Arch-
bishop Naumann and the other admin-
istrators. 

“The understanding at each school 
is that we share similar successes, but 
we’re all unique,” said Strecker.

The Hayden principal and the other 
administrators reported many positive 
impressions from the gathering.

“The consensus is that the Catho-
lic schools are doing a wonderful job 
at passing on the faith,” Strecker said. 
“We’re prepared for the challenges.”

LEAVEN PHOTO BY DOUG HESSE

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann celebrates Mass for high school administrators in his home on Jan. 
28. The evening included Mass, dinner and a social hour. 

High school administrators meet with Archbishop Naumann

Pro-life alternative saves moms, babies
>> Continued from page 1

PHOTO COURTESY OF NATIVITY HOUSE

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann enjoys some time with the babies of Nativity House during a visit 
to the facility on Jan. 18.

4  LOCAL NEWS THELEAVEN.COM   |   FEBRUARY 27, 2015

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — What 
better place to kick off some-
thing new than at the stadi-
um of the hometown soccer 

team here, Sporting Kansas City?
So that’s just what KU’s St. Law-

rence Catholic Campus Center did Feb. 
7, with close to 300 supporters.

The event drew from all over Kan-
sas and beyond to honor the spirit of 
what the center has accomplished in 
the past and its plans for the future.

“[The event] really gave us an oppor-
tunity to engage friends and family and 
benefactors of the St. Lawrence Center 
in a fun way,” said Laurel Sharpe, ex-
ecutive director of advancement at the 
center.

Attendees spent time in the field 
club, took a look at the field and the 
pressroom, and even got a tour of the 
Sporting KC locker room.

And while the St. Lawrence Cen-
ter was kicking off a new era for KU 
Catholics, the event also celebrated 
the spirit that has always been at work 
there.

The St. Lawrence Center, like oth-
er archdiocesan campus centers, fills 
a special role: As an outreach of the 
archdiocese, it serves students at the 
University of Kansas, but its impact 
reaches far beyond the boundaries of 
northeast Kansas.

“We have students at the St. Law-
rence Center who come from all over 
the country and all over Kansas and all 
around the world,” said Sharpe.

So it’s vital to show people the cen-
ter exists and is there to serve students 
and their families.

“My life is a complete turnaround,” 
said Gage Shirley, a senior studying at-
mospheric science at KU, of his experi-
ence at the St. Lawrence Center.

Originally from Valley Center, Shir-
ley grew up Catholic, but his faith 
wasn’t fostered over the years.

He described a largely agnostic 
approach to faith as he started col-
lege.

But at the beginning of his sopho-
more year, his new roommate — who 
had begun to get involved at the St. 

Lawrence Center —  invited Shirley to 
Mass.

There, Shirley encountered one of 
the Sisters of the Apostles of the In-
terior Life. He began to meet regular-
ly with her as he sought to deepen his 
spiritual life.  

Shirley shared the story of his faith 
journey with the crowd at the Feb. 7 
event, which celebrated a community 
he says has challenged him, pushed 
him outside his comfort zone at times 
and helped him grow.

Shirley said he enjoyed seeing this 
other side of the center — outside the 
students and the staff he sees on a reg-
ular basis — and thanking supporters 
for not only their financial support, but 
their prayers.

“How many chances do you get to 
tell people they’ve changed your life?” 
he asked.

And he witnesses to the center’s 
worldwide reach in the missionary 

work students take around the world. 
He hopes to do missionary work after 
graduation.

As a KU alumna who was active at 
the St. Lawrence Center, Sharpe can 
also speak to the role the center plays 
in so many lives.

“I tell people it’s a great privilege to 
serve in this role,” said Sharpe. “I have 
the opportunity to go meet the people 
who have supported the St. Lawrence 
Center throughout the years and tell 
them thank you.”

While as a student she didn’t under-
stand what it takes to keep the center 
going — with all its programs, it adds 
up to an average of $1,500 per student 
for the academic year — she sees it 
from a new perspective today.

“I see that, and I say, ‘Thanks,’” said 
Sharpe. “The St. Lawrence Center 
changed my life.”

People who attended the St. Law-
rence Center at Sporting KC evening 

were encouraged to show their support 
of the center by committing to sponsor 
one student for $1,500.

Attendees also were among the first 
to hear about plans for a new event 
the center will launch in the fall — a 
barn party that will be held Sept. 19 at 
Mildale Farm in Edgerton.

It had been seven years since the 
center had an annual event — and 
Sharpe saw that it needed one, espe-
cially after the Divine Wine Fest ended 
— and organizers are looking forward 
to bringing people together to recon-
nect and support a thriving Catholic 
center.

Watch for more details on the barn 
party in the coming months on the St. 
Lawrence Center website: at www.ku 
catholic.org.

Or, for more information or to spon-
sor a student at the center, call Sharpe 
at (816) 289-7344.

PHOTO BY KRISTEN CUNNINGHAM

Toby Cook, left, Kansas City Royals vice president of community affairs and publicity (and master of ceremony for the evening), Laurel Sharpe, execu-
tive director of advancement for the St. Lawrence Catholic Campus Center, and Father Steve Beseau, chaplain/director of the St. Lawrence Center, kick 
off a new era for the center on Feb. 7. Attendees enjoyed dinner and a tour of the stadium that is home to Sporting Kansas City in Kansas City, Kansas.

St. Lawrence kicks off new era of campus ministry in style

By Heather Nelson
Special to The Leaven

KANSAS CITY, Kan. —  De-
pression, anxiety, guilt, frus-
tration and anger: These are 
emotions that often result 

from separation and divorce.
In the United States, more than 40 

percent of marriages end in divorce, ac-
cording to the American Psychological 
Association. And more than two per-
cent of Americans claim to be separated 
from their spouses. 

Although the number of divorced 
Catholics is much lower (estimated at 
28 percent by the Center for Applied 
Research in the Apostolate), that still 
constitutes 11 million Catholics — and 
a sometimes underserved population in 
the church. 

That’s why authors Woodeene 
Koenig-Bricker and David Dziena 
created a prayer book especially for 
divorced Catholics called “Catholic 
Prayer Book for the Separated and 
Divorced.” The book is published by 

Our Sunday Vis-
itor.

The authors, 
both divorced, 
drew from their 
own experiences 
to create a prayer 
book for those 
looking for a 
source of comfort. 
For many peo-
ple — divorced, 
married or single 
— the primary 
source of comfort 
is their faith. 

Koenig-Brick-
er said she used 
her own pain and 

struggle to relate to her audience. 
“There are certain life experiences 

that you can imagine but, until you’ve 
actually experienced it, you don’t 
know,” said Koenig-Bricker. 

The author of many other books, in-
cluding “365 Saints: Your Daily Guide 
to the Wisdom and Wonder of Their 

Lives” and “365 Mary: A Daily Guide to 
Mary’s Wisdom and Comfort,” Koenig- 
Bricker said she was inspired to tackle 
the book by the concern Pope Francis 
has expressed about divorced and sep-
arated couples. 

Many Catholics don’t realize that 
there are so many men and women 
dealing with the pain of divorce, she 
said. 

The prayer book is comprised of 
meditations and traditional and per-
sonal prayers. Koenig-Bricker wrote the 
prayers and Dziena wrote the medita-
tions and reflections. Also included are 
prayers for the intercession of saints. 

“I don’t think people are aware that 
there are divorced saints or saints that 
were impacted by divorce,” said Koenig- 
Bricker. 

She said that it’s easy for Catholics to 
think of the saints as being a member 
of a religious community, but it’s often 
forgotten that they, too, dealt with real- 
life problems. 

Monsignor Charles McGlinn, pastor 
of Curé of Ars in Leawood, works with 

divorced Catholics at his parish. The 
program at Curé includes 10 one-hour 
sessions. Each group watches the DVD 
series, “Catholic’s Divorce Survival 
Guide” by Rose Sweet, and follows the 
video with discussion. 

Monsignor McGlinn said that he re-
ceives a lot of positive feedback about 
the program. 

“It was an opportunity [for divorced 
Catholics] to explain anger, anxiety, 
frustration, fears — and to do so in a 
group that understood perfectly,” said 
Msgr. McGlinn. 

He said that a prayer book like the 
one Koenig-Bricker and Dziena com-
posed could be transforming for di-
vorced Catholics who are suffering. 

“When we focus on our faith, the 
love of God and offer ourselves in his 
presence, then our suffering can be 
transformed into prayer,” he said.

“Catholic Prayer Book for the Sepa-
rated and Divorced” can be ordered on-
line from Our Sunday Visitor at: www.
osv.com/shop, or from local Catholic 
bookstores.  

Prayer book for divorced offers solace, hope

“Catholic Prayer Book 
for the Separated and 
Divorced” can be or-
dered online or from 
local Catholic book-
stores.
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Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

Stair lifts & More We’ll lift you up!
Scooter/bath/wheelchair/pool  

Free consults. Leaven discounts!
Member Good Shepherd, Shawnee 

Call Ed Toll Free 1-855-543-8632

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504

RED MASS
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann celebrates a Red Mass on Jan. 15 at Mater Dei-Assumption Church in Topeka. Joining the archbishop are, 
from left: Bishop Carl Kemme of the Diocese of Wichita; Bishop Edward Weisenburger of the Diocese of Salina; Bishop John B. Brungardt 
of the Diocese of Dodge City; Msgr. Gary Applegate, master of ceremonies; Father Greg Hammes, pastor of Most Pure Heart of Mary, 
Topeka; and Father John Pilcher, pastor of Mater Dei Parish, Topeka. The Red Mass is celebrated annually for judges, attorneys, law school 
professors, students and government officials.

CELEBRATING
RELIGIOUS
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
greets two Sisters of Charity —
Clorinda Timana of Piura, Peru, 
and Maureen Hall of Leavenworth 
— following a celebration of con-
secrated life Feb. 1 at Savior of the 
World Pastoral Center in Kansas 
City, Kansas.

TRUST ONE GREATER
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann leads a “Trust One Greater” 
session Jan. 26 at the Little Sisters of the Lamb’s monastery 
in Kansas City, Kansas. 
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• The Leaven only prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th 
notices. 
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniver-
saries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.
com. 

Imagine a new rela-
tionship magazine 
called Loving God. 

 This one would focus on 
everyone’s most important rela-
tionship, the one with God. Unlike 
other similar magazines, the 
problems this one focuses on are 
all one-sided. 

Look at the great command-
ment from God’s side: He loves us 
with all his heart, mind, soul and 
strength. His love is faithful and 
constant. Jesus asked St. Thérèse 
of Lisieux to tell us that he longs 
for our love. Stop and think about 
that! God passionately loves us. 
What kind of a return do we give 
him for his love?  

Let’s look inside the first issue 
and see what advice we get to 
become better lovers.

Do your best to love him as he 
loves you. Talk about becoming a 
great lover! God constantly pours 
his love into us. He is always 
giving. How can we love God like 
that? We cannot give anything to 
God that benefits him but, when 
we receive his gifts in all their 
variety and abundance, we can 

increase that love by giving it back 
to him in two ways.

The first way is by offering his 
love back to him as our gift. We 
give him the inner life of his gift 
— our life and all that we are and 
do — and ask him to use it for the 
good of others. 

A simple way of doing this is to 
pray a morning offering. I do this 
when I wake up. I look at a cruci-
fix and offer Jesus my all for the 
day: the good, bad and indifferent. 

Why offer the bad and indif-
ferent? Jesus loves and wants us 
as we are. By bringing our sinful-
ness to him, we trust in his love 
to transform our ugliness. When 

we offer ourselves throughout the 
day, he begins to change us into 
saints. Reminders of his presence 
in pictures and crucifixes help.

We also love God by being 
thankful. Gratitude is for the big 
gifts, like recovering from cancer, 
and for the smallest of things, 
like  blue skies and the smell of 
barbecue. Gratitude grows and 
can become second nature the 
more awake you become to the 
presence of God. This is possible 
through simplicity. If your life is 
simpler, gratitude will grow like a 
weed. It is difficult to be grateful if 
our lives are stuffed. 

Lent is the time to do some 
housecleaning and make room for 
the Lord. The biggest space we 
need is more time with him. Once 
he has room to stretch within us, 
then gratitude just bubbles up 
from the source itself, naturally 
and easily. 

This is the treasure hidden in a 
field. Sell off your excess stuff and 
go buy that field. 

VINCE EIMER
Vince Eimer is the spiritual and retreat 
director of Christ’s Peace House of Prayer 
near Easton.

RUNNING THE RACE

Lent is the time to do some housecleaning
Editor’s Note: This is the second 

in Vince Eimer’s seven-part series on 
journeying through the Lenten sea-
son.

Jesse and Cecilia (Zuniga) Valdez, 
members of 
Good Shep-
herd Parish, 
S h a w n e e , 
will cele-
brate their 
50th wed-
ding anni-
versary on 
Feb. 27. The 

couple was married on Feb. 27, 1965, at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Kansas 
City, Missouri. A celebration of their an-
niversary was held on their annual winter 
vacation to Cancun, Mexico. They have 
two sons: Ed Valdez and Jesse Valdez II, 
along with four grandchildren.

Lonnie and Martha (Steele) Chase, 
members of 
St. Paul Parish, 
Olathe, will cele-
brate their 50th 
wedding anniver-
sary on March 
8 with a family 
dinner. The cou-
ple was married 
on March 6, 1965, 
at Holy Angels 
Church, Garnett. 
Their children 

are: Mike Chase, Olathe; Marcy LaPlant, 
Ottawa; Andrea Guetterman, Bucyrus; 
and Shane Chase, Baldwin. They also have 
11 grandchildren.

Jolene (Heiman) and George Haver-
k a m p , 
m e m b e r s 
of Sacred 
Heart Par-
ish, Bai-
l e y v i l l e , 
celebrated 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversa-

ry on Feb. 15 with a dinner for family and 
friends. The couple was married on Feb. 
27, 1965, at Sacred Heart. Their children 
are: Tim Haverkamp, Baileyville; and Roy 
Haverkamp, Lakewood, Colorado. They 
also have seven grandchildren.

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Cath-
olics and Christians from 
various Protestant denomina-
tions are participating in “40 

Days for Life,” an internationally coor-
dinated pro-life campaign from Feb. 18 
to March 29.

Catholics from all Johnson County 
parishes are participating on an indi-
vidual basis, said Mike Bartkoski, “40 
Days” organizer for Church of the Na-
tivity Parish, Leawood. And at least 
three parishes — Holy Angels in Base-
hor, Nativity, and Ascension Parish in 
Overland Park — are participating as 
parishes. 

The local “40 Days” campaign is 

being coordinated by the Kansas City 
Coalition for Life. People can join the 
campaign at participating parishes or 
by going to the “40 Days” website at: 
www.40daysforlife.com/overlandpark.

The campaign seeks to draw at-
tention to and end abortion through a 
three-point program of prayer and fast-
ing, prayer vigils outside abortion clin-
ics, and community outreach.

This year, individuals and groups are 
signing up for times to pray between 7 
a.m. and 5 p.m. for the 40 days near the 
Center for Women’s Health, an abortion 
clinic at 4840 College Blvd., Overland 
Park. 

The inspiration for “40 Days” comes 

from the Bible, where God used 40-day 
periods to transform people and com-
munities. This campaign is especially 
appropriate during Lent, said Father 
Francis Hund, pastor of the Church of 
the Nativity.

“This is one of many opportunities 
people might use for prayer and self-
less giving,” he said. “We can speak up 
this Lent for the sacredness of every 
human life — whether it is in regard to 
the death penalty, or the poor among us, 
as Pope Francis has made us aware, the 
sick and the elderly, or the unborn, who 
deserve our respect. 

“This is a call for renewal of heart.”
 

Catholics invited to ‘40 Days for Life’



“She calls me every morning at 
eight o’clock on the dot,” said Passeg-
giata. “She’s an elderly lady, too. She’s 
very nice.”

“She” is Margery McClacherty, 
a Ring-a-Day volunteer since 2006 
with the Friendly Visitors program of 
Catholic Charities of Northeast Kan-
sas. Each day, McClacherty calls eight 
people between 8 and 9 a.m., people 

she says who “make my day every 
morning.”

“I call to see how they are doing,” 
explained McClacherty, who joined 
the program when she needed some-
thing to do while her late husband 
was undergoing dialysis at home. 

“I’ve only met one of them in 
person,” she said. “The others I just 
know from over the phone. Every one 

of them is different. One of them is 
into photography; another one was a 
school teacher. We visit on all sorts 
of things.”

Range of services
Ring-a-Day is only one compo-

nent of the Friendly Visitors program, 
which has been in existence in Topeka 
for 42 years. Other components are the 
Friendly Caller, home visiting and es-
corting clients.

“[The program] originated with the 
Topeka Police Department,” said Mari-
lyn Thomas, Friendly Visitors program 
coordinator. “When they received a 
call about a concern for a senior, they 
would send officers out to the senior’s 
home for a wellness check. 

“Since then, the program has grown. 
Its mission is to reduce the isolation 
and provide socialization for those 
most vulnerable brothers and sisters 
— seniors — still living in their homes. 
We still work with the Topeka Police 
Department after exhausting all oth-

er contacts in locating a client we feel 
may be at home needing assistance.”

The services provided by the pro-
gram offer help seniors could not 
find elsewhere, making it possible for 
them to continue to live on their own. 
Friendly Callers are assigned seniors 
(55 and older) to call at an agreed upon 
time weekly, while Ring-a-Day volun-
teers call on the homebound elderly 
between the hours of 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. 
five to seven days a week. 

“Ring-a-Day calls often serve as 
a medication reminder and safety 
check,” said Thomas, adding that “all 
telephone visiting helps to combat the 
loneliness often felt by homebound se-
niors and may spur a lasting relation-
ship.”

The volunteers who take part in the 
home visiting component make visits 
to the participant’s home two to four 
times a month to read mail, discuss 
current events, play games or just chat 
on a variety of topics.

One recipient of home visiting ser-
vices is 91-year-old Anita Dodge, who 
lives in a senior citizen complex in east 
Topeka. 

“Ann [Newell] has been coming 
since June of 2013,” said Dodge, who 
has limited vision. “We’re a perfect 
match. She helps with reading mainly, 
and filling out forms.”

Although Dodge lives in an area 
“where we look out for one another,” 
she said there is a real need for the 
Friendly Visitors.

“People need a personal contact 
with someone,” Dodge said. “[Ann] 
doesn’t take me anywhere, but she’s 
still a personal contact — we have good 
conversation and the best time after 
business is out of the way. We find we 
have a lot in common. I’m homebound, 
so I don’t get out to see what’s going 
on. This is excellent for homebound 
people; I’d recommend it for men, too.”

Dodge says her volunteer comes 
twice a month for 90 minutes at a time, 
although “she’s offered to come more 
often. I look forward to her visits — it’s 
the highlight of my day. She’s such a 
nice friend; she comes in the morning 
and makes the day nice. It really perks 
me up.”

Circle of giving
Dodge is a former Friendly Visitor 

volunteer herself, although she wasn’t 
able to participate as much as she 
would have liked. 

“At the time, I had a husband and 
two children, so I could only do it 
during [the] hours when the kids were 
in school,” she explained. Having been 
a volunteer as well as a recipient, 
Dodge knows of the need for the pro-
vided services. 

“This service is a blessing and a ne-
cessity,” she said.

Mildred Boster of Berryton is anoth-
er former volunteer who now receives 
Friendly Visitor services. 

“Shirley calls every morning,” 
Boster said of the Ring-a-Day call she 
receives from Shirley Fudge. “I like 
Shirley — sometimes we talk quite a 
bit; sometimes she catches me coming 
out of the shower and we keep it short.”

Noting that she used to call three 
people a day herself, Boster says she 

wouldn’t mind calling people again.
“I think the program is a good thing,” 

she said. “If you’re not feeling well or 
not getting out, having someone call 
and check on you is wonderful.” 

Although Boster does have a daugh-
ter who lives in the area, she believes 
the Friendly Visitor program allows 
her to be more independent.

Perhaps one of the most popular 
services of the Friendly Visitor pro-
gram is the escorting or transportation 
component.

“Our volunteers use their own vehi-
cles, gasoline and time to assist an el-
derly person to medical appointments, 
the grocery store and other places,” 
said Thomas. “This is totally volun-
teer-driven and no one is paid for the 
services they provide. 

“Volunteers escort our senior 
brothers and sisters to and from their 
appointments. They wait at their ap-
pointments, and some have been so 
helpful in assisting our participants 
with getting follow-up appointment 
dates, so we can get them scheduled 
and assigned.” 

“Without these dedicated volunteer 
drivers,” added Thomas, “the transpor-
tation component would not exist as it 
is.”

Thomas notes that while no one is 
paid for their services, donations are 
always appreciated. 

Although there is a car sitting in her 
driveway in Topeka’s Jefferson Square 
neighborhood, 87-year-old Barbara 
Clark has made use of the transpor-
tation service since losing her license 
several years ago.

“The doctor stopped me from driv-
ing,” said Clark. “I took a driver’s test 
through her office, and she sent a re-
port to the motor vehicle office. I called 

the Shawnee County Health Depart-
ment and they sent Marilyn Thomas. 
I didn’t know about Catholic Charities 
until then, but this service really fits my 
needs.”

Clark says that although it’s a bless-
ing to live to her age and members 
from her Baptist church pick her up for 
church on Sunday and other church 
functions, she has depended on Cath-
olic Charities for transportation to and 
from doctors’ appointments for several 
years.

“It’s certainly been a real blessing 
to me,” said Clark, adding that she 
did take cabs to appointments before 
finding Catholic Charities, but the trip 
would cost at least $20 and the drivers 
wouldn’t wait, which meant she’d have 
to call another cab to take her home. 

“I like the fact that this is safe and 
convenient,” Clark said. “The drivers 
wait until I finish my appointment, 
and they are always on time. They call 
ahead the night before to double-check 
the time. I can’t praise it enough. It’s 
been a real godsend; it really has.”

Giving back pays off
Tom Muth, a volunteer driver for 

the program, says the one topic that 
most clients talk about is no longer 
being able to drive and how much 
they appreciate the volunteer driving 
service.

“Volunteering for Friendly Visi-
tors is very rewarding, satisfying and 
colorful — a slice of life, so to speak,” 
he said. “Some clients will share con-
cerns about the family, health and 
other issues; some do not care to do 
so. All information, of course, is con-
fidential.”

Muth first heard of the Friendly 
Visitors program in the latter part of 
2001 when information was provided 
by a Holy Name Church parishioner 
regarding the opportunity to volun-
teer for the group. 

“Donating a few hours a week 
seemed appealing to me. I interviewed 
in December of 2001 and began driv-
ing in February of 2002,” he said. 

“The chance to meet people and 
assist them at the same time has been 
rewarding,” he said. “There doesn’t 
seem to be an ‘average’ client — each 
has a history and needs.

“Some share more than others, but 
all have appreciated the service.”

One of those who appreciates the 
service and who has often been driven 
by Muth is Charles “Chuck” Rothe.

“I consider Tom a friend,” said 
Rothe. “He’s always accommodating, 
always friendly, always polite. My 
use varies, but I always use the same 
driver. I’ve been with him so long he 
knows my idiosyncrasies, and I get 
along with him well.”

Rothe says he would most definite-
ly recommend the service to others 
who no longer drive, even though he 
knows more drivers are needed.

Just a phone call away
Sometimes the transportation ser-

vice has been more than just appre-
ciated — sometimes it has meant the 
difference between life and death.

“I had just met Tom,” said Passeg-
giata, who also uses the transportation 
component of Friendly Visitors in ad-
dition to Ring-a-Day services, “and I 
didn’t feel well. None of my neighbors 
were home, so I called Tom. I was hav-
ing pains in my chest. Even though it 
was 2:30 in the morning, he called an 
ambulance and came over. When I got 
to the emergency room, they told me 
I was having a heart attack. If not for 
Tom, I wouldn’t be here.” 

McClacherty has also saved “a cou-
ple of people’s lives. One fell when she 
got tangled in her walker; another had 
a heart attack. At that time, we didn’t 

get the addresses of people we called 
but did have an emergency contact 
person.”

Despite the accolades for the 
Friendly Visitors Program, Thomas 
says more volunteers are needed.

“We serve over 100 participants 
in Shawnee County, and we have 30 
volunteers,” she says. “Catholic Char-
ities serves people of all faiths in our 
21 counties, no matter what program 
they are in. The Friendly Visitors pro-
gram from this location also serves 
Jefferson, Osage, Jackson and Lyon 
counties. Other Catholic Charities lo-
cations have counties they serve with 
their Friendly Visitors program.”

All volunteers, said Thomas, un-
dergo a Kansas Bureau of Investiga-
tion background check before starting 
service, with those providing trans-
portation receiving a Kansas driver’s 
license check as well.

“As the coordinator, I recruit, 
train and match volunteers to par-
ticipants,” she explained, adding that 
even though “we have hundreds of 
cumulative hours for callers, visitors 
and drivers for the Friendly Visitor 
program, I would like to see at least 
ten additional volunteers for our pro-
grams. We especially need male vol-
unteers to make social visits to our 
male participants.”

Volunteers like Muth find the time 
they spend to be rewarding to them 
personally.

“Listening to stories from the cli-
ents has been intriguing and uplifting, 
providing lessons in compassion and 
understanding,” he said. 

“It is impossible to assist clients 
with diseases such as Alzheimer’s or 
Parkinson’s and not be humbled and 
appreciative for what God has provid-
ed,” Muth added.

“This service is a blessing,” Dodge 
reiterates. “When you have a Friendly 
Visitor, you have a new friend.”

“Whoever came up with this pro-
gram should be blessed by God,” said 
Passeggiata. “They will get their re-
ward in heaven.”

FRIENDLY 
VISITORS

By Carolyn Kaberline

T
OPEKA — It’s 8 a.m. when 

the phone rings at the home 

of 95-year-old Frances 

Passeggiata in west Topeka. 

The call isn’t a long one, but 

it’s obvious from the smile on her face that it 

is a welcome one.

“Ann has been com-
ing since June of 2013. 
We’re a perfect match. 
She helps with reading 
mainly, and filling out 
forms.”

Anita Dodge

“I think the program is a 
good thing. If you’re not 
feeling well or not get-
ting out, having some-
one call and check on 
you is wonderful” 

Mildred Boster

Daily calls always a pleasure, 
occasionally a lifeline

“The doctor stopped 
me from driving. I 
didn’t know about Cath-
olic Charities until then, 
but this service really 
fits my needs. It’s cer-
tainly been a real bless-
ing to me. The drivers 
wait until I finish my 
appointment, and they 
are always on time.”

Barbara Clark

Tom Muth, left, is a volunteer driver for the 
Friendly Visitors program run by Catholic 
Charities of Northeast Kansas in Topeka. 
Margery McClacherty, right, has been a Ring-
a-Day volunteer since 2006 with the Friendly 
Visitors. She calls eight people every day be-
tween 8 and 9 a.m. 

“I didn’t feel well . . . 
so I called Tom. Even 
though it was 2:30 
in the morning, he 
called an ambulance 
and came over. When 
I got to the emergen-
cy room, they told me 
I was having a heart 
attack. If not for Tom, I 
wouldn’t be here.” 

Frances Passeggiata
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By Christopher S. Pineo
Catholic News Service

BRAINTREE, Mass. (CNS) — 
With record snowfall for this 
time of year, parishes all over 
the Archdiocese of Boston face 

more than just the issue of digging out 
after each storm.

Pastors interviewed by The Pilot, Bos-
ton’s archdiocesan newspaper, explained 
the impact of snowstorms — this year 
piled one on top of the other in one week. 
As of Feb. 24, Massachusetts was still dig-
ging out of 8 feet of snow left by four ma-
jor winter storms.

Father Thomas S. Domurat, pastor of 
Most Holy Redeemer in East Boston, ex-
plained that in the tight streets of Boston 
parking remained limited if available at 
all, but the parish was facing additional 
challenges as a result of snowbanks piled 
high in the street.

“Our parking lot, a third of it is in 
snowbanks, so that reduces the amount 
of area for parking. We also had to wait 
a few days to get the rubbish removed 
because the removal truck couldn’t get in 
because of the large snowbanks outside. 
It couldn’t make the turn, so we had to 
bring the rubbish out onto the street one 
day for them to come get it. So, there is all 
kinds of issues involved, and it’s going to 
have an impact,” he said.

During the snowstorms themselves, 
parishes have faced the possibility of 
having to remain closed or cancel Mass. 
Father Domurat said as long as he is 
there — he lives on the premises — no 

such thing will happen.
“I never cancel. I’m here, so I’m going 

to say Mass. I go over to the church at 6 
o’clock and if somebody comes, they can 
join me. If not, I would say Mass myself,” 
he said.

Reduced Mass attendance when pa-
rishioners simply cannot get to Mass 
because of whipping winds or driving 
snows has a twofold impact on the par-
ish.

“Because people cannot find a place to 
park, they will not be able to come here 
for Mass, which means our collection 

was down over $2,000 last weekend and 
our plowing bill was over $2,000,” Father 
Domurat said in an interview after the 
Feb. 15 snowstorm.

As many parishes and buildings in 
Massachusetts do, the parish in East Bos-
ton also faces issues with ice dams — a 
buildup of ice near the eaves of a pitched 
roof that can lead to water damage and 
leaking.

“If this ice keeps building up in the 
gutters, we could end up with ice dams 
and leaks coming in. It’s hard to get some 
of that off because the roof is so high,”   

Father Domurat said.
In contrast, Father John E. Sheridan 

serves what is called the Cranberry Cath-
olic Collaborative, which includes Sacred 
Heart in Middleborough, Sts. Martha and 
Mary in Lakeville, and St. Rose of Lima in 
Rochester.

In collaborative ministry, Father Sher-
idan could drive about 18 miles — ac-
cording to Google Maps — on a day with 
Masses scheduled at all three churches.

“It’s been extraordinary. We have had 
to change Mass schedules. We have had 
to encourage people to stay home some-
times. It’s been very difficult to visit peo-
ple, to get to places. It’s a glorious mess,” 
he said.

He said his staff has been very un-
derstanding as conditions changed with 
the weather, and schedules had to be ad-
justed. Father Sheridan said the parishes 
have chipped in to clear snow.

“The team of our three churches has 
really come together to make sure that 
all three churches, including the entire 
campus of Sacred Heart which has a very 
big campus, and they have worked their 
heads off to clear as much as they could,” 
he said.

Father Sheridan said communica-
tion became a key element to facilitate 
cooperation between the three parish 
communities. He said the collaborative 
used its website at cranberrycatholic.org, 
its Facebook page and a platform called 
Flocknote — an email and text messag-
ing system developed specifically for 
churches to keep the three parishes con-
nected.

Snowstorms having an impact on Boston parishes

CNS PHOTO/BRIAN SNYDER, REUTERS

A woman walks through the snow down Charles Street during a winter blizzard in Boston Feb. 15. 
With record snowfall for this time of year, parishes all over the Archdiocese of Boston face more 
than just the issue of digging out after each storm. 
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By Jonathan Luxmoore
Catholic News Service

OXFORD, England (CNS) 
— Catholic leaders con-
demned “racism and xe-
nophobia” in Europe and 

urged religious communities to speak 
out against a growing “nationalism of 
exclusion” of the type that preceded 
both world wars.

The Conference of European Jus-
tice and Peace Commissions called 
it a “matter of serious concern” that 
“elections at regional, national and Eu-
ropean level have shown a new rise of 
parties advocating the supremacy of 
narrow national interests over univer-
sal human values, international com-
mitments and obligations.”

“The Christian vision of universal 
justice and peace does not allow for 
any kind of chauvinism — it calls for 
solidarity and respect for all,” the con-
ference said in a Feb. 18 report.

The appeal was issued amid grow-
ing concern at the rise of nationalist 
and populist parties in Europe and a 
spate of violent attacks on religious 
and ethnic minority targets.

It said Catholic social teaching 
stressed the rights of “nations, cultures 
and minorities within existing nation- 
states” and believed “nothing can be 
said” against strong attachments to 
languages and places of birth.

However, it added that many parties 
were now seeking power by demand-
ing “unilateral national measures, if 
necessary to the detriment of other 
peoples.”

“These slogans regularly find their 
way into the mainstream media and 
are thus amplified and orientate the 
general political agenda of a country 

in a nationalistic direction,” said the 
report, titled “The Nationalism of Ex-
clusion.”

“Often racist or xenophobic, they 
inevitably bring to mind the belliger-
ent and ultranationalist politics which 
preceded both world wars. By suggest-
ing the nation, nationality and their 
underlying founding myths are an ap-
propriate response to our contempo-
rary challenges, those parties and their 
advocates refer to a paradigm of exclu-
sion that will make matters worse.”

Far-right parties such as France’s 
National Front and Britain’s UK Inde-
pendence Party made strong advances 
in May 2014 elections to the European 

Parliament, which represents the Euro-
pean Union’s combined population of 
507 million.

In a Nov. 25 address to the                        
Strasbourg-based Parliament, Pope 
Francis urged the continent to re-
discover its “inalienable values” and 
warned against “the idea of a Europe 
which is fearful and self-absorbed.”

Some observers say poverty and un-
employment, currently averaging 20 
percent across the EU, have boosted 
support for nationalist and populist 
groups and intensified hostility to mi-
grants, refugees and minority groups.

The conference report said that by 
“playing on the deepest fears of people, 

populist nationalist politicians seek to 
obtain power by offering simple solu-
tions, ignoring the facts that solutions 
based on injustice or the marginal-
ization of a part of a society can nev-
er lead to a peaceful and progressive 
community.”

Archbishop Jean-Claude Hollerich 
of Luxembourg, conference president, 
said the report would be submitted to 
policy-makers. He said the conference 
would provide national justice and 
peace commissions with a plan for as-
sessing “the programs and methods of 
nationalist and xenophobic parties.”

The report said populist demands 
for the closure of Europe’s borders 
against migrants and refugees were 
“unrealistic and inhumane” at a time 
when the continent’s “rapidly aging so-
cieties” faced a worsening labor short-
age.

It added that the hostility of nation-
alist parties towards the 28-country 
EU should be “recognized for what it 
is — a smokescreen,” and said lessons 
should be learned from Europe’s his-
tory about the dangers of “racist and 
xenophobic violence in word or deed.”

“From a deep love for our common 
values, we derive courage — courage 
to withstand incriminatory and false 
speech, to stand up in public against 
exaggerated misrepresentations,” the 
conference said.

“We ask European citizens, civil 
society organizations and churches to 
speak out against all expressions of na-
tionalist rhetoric in private and public 
life, to deepen democracy, solidarity 
and respect for human dignity through 
education and example, and to value 
human dignity as an essential part of 
our common European heritage.”

Catholic leaders condemn Europe’s growing racism

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Real fasting isn’t just re-
stricting food choices, it 
must also include cleansing 

the heart of all selfishness and making 
room in one’s life for those in need and 
those who have sinned and need heal-
ing, Pope Francis said.

Faith without concrete acts of char-
ity is not only hypocritical, “it is dead; 
what good is it?” he said, criticizing 
those who hide behind a veil of piety 
while unjustly treating others, such as 
denying workers fair wages, a pension 
and health care.

Being generous toward the church, 
but selfish and unjust toward others 
“is a very serious sin: It is using God 
to cover up injustice,” he said Feb. 20 
during his homily in a morning Mass 
celebrated in the chapel of the Domus 
Sanctae Marthae, where he lives.

The pope’s homily was based on the 
day’s reading from the Book of Isaiah 
in which God tells his people he does 
not care for those who observe pen-
ance passively — bowed “like a reed,” 
lying quietly in a “sackcloth and ash-
es.”

Instead, God says he desires to see 
his people crying out “full-throated 
and unsparingly” against injustice and 
sin, “setting free the oppressed, break-
ing every yoke; sharing your bread with 
the hungry, sheltering the oppressed 
and the homeless.” In the reading, God 
also points out the             hypocrisy 

of the faithful who fast, but treat their 
workers badly and fight and quarrel 
with others.

Pope Francis said Lent is about ful-
filling all commandments both toward 
God and others, according to reports 
from Vatican Radio and the Vatican 
newspaper.

Lent is not about the formal obser-
vance of “doing a little whatever” and 
not eating meat on Fridays, while giv-
ing oneself free reign to “grow in self-
ishness, exploit others and ignore the 
poor,” he said.

There might be someone who 
thinks, “Today is Friday, I can’t eat 
meat, but I’m going to have a nice plate 
of seafood, a real banquet,” which, 
while appearing to be an abstinence 
from meat, is the sin of gluttony, the 
pope said.

Another person might say: “I am a 
great Catholic, Father, I like it a lot. I 
always go to Mass every Sunday, I re-
ceive Communion,” to which, the pope 
said he would reply, “Great, and how is 
your relationship with your workers? 
Do you pay them under the table? Do 
you give them a fair wage? Do you con-
tribute toward their pension? To their 
health insurance and social services?”

Some people may regularly make 
financial contributions to the church, 
but, the pope asked, how generous are 
they toward their loved ones and their 
dependents? Are they generous and 
just to them, too, he asked.

People cannot “make offerings to 
the church on the back of injustice,” 
he said. “It is not a good Christian who 

doesn’t do justice to the people who 
depend on him” and who does not “de-
prive himself of something essential 
for him in order to give it to another 
who is in need.”

“This is the distinction between for-
mal and real,” he said, which Jesus un-
derlined, too, when he condemned the 
Pharisees and doctors of the law, who 
adhered to “many external observanc-
es but without the truth of the heart.”

Unfortunately, he said, many “men 
and women have faith but they sep-
arate the tablets of law,” that is, they 
obey the first commandments and ob-
ligations to God while ignoring or be-
ing selective about the rest of the com-
mandments concerning others.

“They are united: love toward God 
and love to your neighbor are one, and 
if you want to practice real, not formal, 
penance, you have to do it before God 
and also with your brother and sister, 
your neighbor,” he said. 

The pope asked that during Lent 
people think about what they can do 
for people who are in very difficult sit-
uations, for example, to help “children 
and the elderly who don’t have the 
possibility of being seen by a doctor.”

Perhaps they have to wait “eight 
hours to be seen and then they give 
them an appointment for the week af-
ter,” he said.

“What will you do for these people? 
What will your Lent be like?”

He also asked people to make room 
in their hearts for those who have 
sinned, those who “have made mis-
takes and are in jail.”

Pope: Don’t let Fridays be a selfish seafood splurge

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
A 10th-century Armenian 
monk has been named 
among the doctors of the 

church.
Pope Francis approved the desig-

nation for St. Gregory of Narek during 
a meeting Feb. 21 with Cardinal Ange-
lo Amato, prefect of the Congregation 
for Saints’ Causes.

The church confers this designa-
tion on saints whose writings are 
considered to offer key theological 
insights for the faith.

St. Gregory of Narek is considered 
one of the foremost figures of Arme-
nian theology and thought, and many 
of his prayers are included in the Ar-
menian Divine Liturgy.

He was born in 950 in the Arme-
nian town of Andzevatsik, located 
in present-day Turkey. He entered a 
monastery at a young age and was or-
dained a priest at 25. He lived at the 
monastery at Narek his whole priestly 
life and taught at the monastic school.

His best-known writings include 
a commentary on the Song of Songs 
and his “Book of Lamentations,” more 
commonly known as “Narek.”

“Narek” is considered his master-
piece. It includes 95 prayers and has 
been translated into more than 30 lan-
guages.

St. Gregory died in Narek around 
1005.

St. Gregory brings the current 
number of doctors of the church to 36. 

Pope names 
St. Gregory of Narek 

a doctor of the church

CNS PHOTO/INA FASSBENDER, REUTERS

An anti-racism poster is displayed in a window of a building Jan. 21 as police stand guard in front 
of the cathedral in Cologne, Germany.



February
Christ the King Parish will host its 
12th annual auction and tailgate 
party on Feb. 27 at George Meyn 
Community Center, 126th and 

State Ave., Kansas City, Kansas.  The eve-
ning will include dinner, drinks and many 
great items for auction. The cost to attend 
is $30 per person before Feb. 13; $35 at 
the door. For more information, call Kimm 
White at (913) 406-4505.

Theatre at Vis will perform the Stations 
of the Cross, Jesus’ journey from his 
sentencing to his burial and beyond, at 
Church of the Nativity, 3800 W. 119th St., 
Leawood, on Feb. 27 at 7:30 p.m. There is 
no cost to attend. A freewill offering will 
be collected. 

The Cathedral of St. Peter Al-
tar Society will host a women’s 
Lenten day of reflection on Feb. 
28. Sister Bridget Dickason, OSB, 

will present. The day will begin at 8:15 
a.m. with Mass in the church and will con-
clude at noon.  The cost to attend is $10, 
which includes a continental breakfast. 
For registration information, contact Lin-
da Ingram at (913) 432-9481 or send an 
email to: liningram69@gmail.com.

March
The St. Mary’s Altar Society, 
Purcell, will sponsor a spaghetti 
luncheon on March 1 from 11 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. The cost to attend is a 

freewill offering. 

A mini Lenten retreat will be held 
at Sanctuary of Hope Prayer 
and Retreat Center, 2601 Ridge 

Ave., Kansas City, Kansas, on March 7. Fa-
ther Dennis Wait will lead. The day will be-
gin with registration, coffee and tea at 8 
a.m. The retreat will include talks, person-
al meditation/prayer time, reconciliation 
and Mass. Lunch will be served at noon. 
The cost to attend is $30. For more infor-
mation, send an email to: julie@sanctuary 
ofhope.org or call (913) 321-4673.

St. Joseph Church, 11311 Johnson 
Dr., Shawnee, will celebrate its 
23rd annual St. Joseph Table and 
pasta dinner on March 8 in Mc-

Devitt Hall. Father Mike Hawken will bless 
the table at 8:30 a.m., and viewing will be 
until 2 p.m. A variety of items will be fea-
tured for purchase. A pasta dinner will be 
served from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. The cost to 
attend is a freewill donation. Proceeds will 
benefit the needy in the parish communi-
ty.  For more information, call Christine 
Marion at (913) 268-6677.

An authentic Italian dinner will be served 
at St. Peter Parish cafeteria, 65th and 
Charlotte, Kansas City, Missouri, on March 
8 from noon - 5 p.m. The cost to attend is 
a freewill donation. All proceeds will ben-
efit the food pantry serving midtown Kan-
sas City. The Five Gumbas will perform. 
For more information, visit the website at: 
www.stjoetable.weebly.com.

“Runnin’ Revs Fun Night” will 
be held at Bishop Miege High 
School, 5041 Reinhardt Rd., Roe-
land Park, on March 9. Priests and 

seminarians will challenge 8th-grade and 
high school youth from Catholic schools 
in a fun and competitive game of bas-
ketball. Tipoff is at 7 p.m. Donations and 
a quick auction will benefit seminarians. 
For more information, visit the website at: 
www.kckvocations.com.

Shepherd’s Center of Kansas City, 
Kansas’ “Book and Bric-A-Brac 
Sale” will be held March 11 - 12 
from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. at Kansas 

City Kansas Community College con-
ference center, 7250 State Ave., Kansas 
City, Kansas.

Singles of Nativity will host a St. 
Patrick’s dance from 7 - 11 p.m. 
on March 14 at the Church of Na-
tivity Parish hall, 3800 W. 119th 

St., Leawood. The cost to attend is $20 
at the door for 2015 SON members and 
$25 for guests. Music will be provided by 
the Loose Change Band. Dress in green 
and bring your friends. All proceeds go 
to charity. For more information, send an 
email to Ken at: skiop@yahoo.com.

Holy Family Altar Society’s annual taco 
and salami bingo will be held March 14 at 
Msgr. Mejak Hall, 513 Ohio, Kansas City, 
Kansas. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and din-
ner is served from 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Bingo 
starts at 7:30 p.m. The cost to attend is a 
$15 donation which includes a bingo card, 
one taco dinner and cold beverages. Must 
be 21 or older. For tickets, call Sandy Can-
non at (913) 396-1564 or Cathy Schneider 
at (913) 371-1561.

Father Jacques Philippe will be giving a 
one-day spiritual conference at St. Mi-
chael the Archangel Church, 14251 Nall, 
Leawood, on March 14. Father Jacques is 
the author of numerous books on the spir-
itual life. Mass will be held at 8:15 a.m., 
followed by two talks, lunch, and a third 
talk on interior peace. The cost to attend 
the lunch is $8. Registration will be avail-
able at the entrance of the church.

Bishop Miege High School concert chorale
will present a Masterworks Concert fea-
turing Antonio Vivaldi’s “Gloria” with se-

lect orchestra on March 14 at 7 p.m. at 
the Bishop Miege auditorium, 5041 Re-
inhardt Dr., Roeland Park. There is no cost 
to attend. Donations are appreciated.

Immaculate Conception Church, 606 S. 
Elm, Louisburg, will host a St. Patrick’s 
Day corned beef, cabbage and Irish 
stew dinner on March 14 from 6 - 8 p.m. 
The cost to attend is $10 for adults; $5 for 
children. There will also be live music, a 
silent auction, and a quilt raffle.

Benedictine College welcomes 
Bishop Robert W. McElroy, aux-
iliary bishop of San Francisco, 
who will speak on “A Church for 

the Poor” on March 16 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
O’Malley-McAllister auditorium on the 
Atchison campus. The presentation is open 
to the public. There is no cost to attend.

A bit of malarkey, some Irish 
cheer, make no mistake, you’ll be 
glad you’re here! All are invited to 
Annunciation Altar Society’s an-

nual Irish stew dinner on March 17 from 
5 - 7 p.m. at Annunciation Church, 740 N. 
6th St., Baldwin City.  The cost to attend is 
a freewill donation.
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weeks before the event depending on 
space available. 
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EMPLOYMENT
President - Hayden High School, Topeka, has an open-
ing for president beginning in the 2016-17 school year. 
Hayden currently has an enrollment of 447 and employs 
36 teachers in grades 9 - 12. The school is sponsored by 
seven parishes in Topeka and is governed by a board of 
trustees. The president reports to the board of trustees. 
Applicants for president must be practicing Catholics 
and understand the mission of Catholic education. The 
president is the chief administrator of the school and 
is responsible for all school operations and, in particu-
lar, student recruitment, donor engagement, facilities 
maintenance, strategic planning and overall school ad-
vancement. Applicants should possess proven success 
in leadership, preferably in a Catholic high school or non-
profit setting. Please send resume and credentials to: 
Superintendent Dr. Kathleen A. O’Hara, Catholic School 
Office, 12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109. Note: 
While this position is for 2016-2017 school year, the 
board hopes to be able to identify a candidate during 
the 2015-2016 school year who will be able to transition 
with the current president in the latter part the 2015-
2016 school year. 

Teacher - St. James Academy, Lenexa, is seeking a Cath-
olic, experienced speech/drama teacher for the 2015-
2016 school year. Interested candidates should apply on-
line at: www.archkckcs.org to be added to the applicant 
list. Resumes may be sent to Karla Leibham, principal, 
at St. James Academy, 24505 Prairie Star Pkwy., Lenexa. 
KS 66227. The position includes directing/producing the 
school musical, winter play, and spring one-acts.  

Teacher - St. James Academy, Lenexa, is seeking a Catho-
lic, experienced English teacher for the 2015-2016 school 
year. Interested candidates should apply online at: www.
archkckcs.org to be added to the applicant list.  Resumes 
may be sent to Karla Leibham, principal, at St. James 
Academy, 24505 Prairie Star Pkwy., Lenexa. KS 66227.  

Director of theological studies - The Saint Lawrence 
Institute for Faith and Culture invites applications for di-
rector of theological studies. The successful candidate 
will teach a broad range of introductory courses, as well 
as elective courses in theology, to students at the Uni-
versity of Kansas. While the position is for a generalist, 
we welcome those conversant in the work of Aquinas. 
Applicants should hold at least an MA in theology but a 
Ph.D. in theology, STD, or equivalent (ABD considered) 
is preferred. The Saint Lawrence Institute for Faith and 
Culture also provides formational and educational op-
portunities for Catholic faculty and staff at KU. For more 
information, visit the website at: www.kucatholic.org/
employment.html. Qualified applicants should send a 
cover letter, CV, a statement of teaching excellence and 
three letters of recommendation to: Patrick Callahan, 
Dean of Humanities, St. Lawrence Institute for Faith and 
Culture, 1631 Crescent Rd., Lawrence, KS 66044. Appli-
cants are encouraged to submit materials by email to: 
pcallahan@kucatholic.org. Deadline for applications is 
March 16.

Administrative assistant - Life insurance and securities 
firm is looking for an administrative assistant. Experi-
ence necessary. Applicants need to be computer literate 
with knowledge of Microsoft Excel, Office, QuickBooks, 
etc. 30-40 hours per week, competitive salary and bo-
nus. Call (913) 593-6016.

Safe drivers - Assisted Transportation seeks caring 
and reliable drivers to transport K-12 students in Over-
land Park, Olathe and/or Kansas City, Kansas in our 
minivans.  CDL not required. Retirees are encouraged 
to apply.  Learn more or apply online at: www.assisted 
transportation.com or call (913) 262-3100 for more in-
formation. EOE.

Assistant teachers - St. Joseph Early Education Center, 
Shawnee, has openings for the school-age summer camp 
program. No weekends, daytime hours. Great hours for 
college students. The right candidate must be at least 18 
years of age. Contact Theresa Gavila at (913) 248-4589 or 
send an email to: tgavila@stjoeshawnee.org.

Child care teachers - St. Joseph Early Education Cen-
ter, Shawnee, has full- and part-time positions available.  
These positions are for teachers in several different age 
groups. Applicants must be at least 18 years of age.  
Please contact Theresa Gavila at (913) 248-4589 or send 
an email with resume to: tgavila@stjoeshawnee.org.

Preschool teachers - St. Joseph Early Education Center 
has positions available for the 2015-2016 school year. A 
degree in early education is preferred. Applicants may 
send an email to: tgavila@stjoeshawnee.org or call (913) 
248-4589.  

Drivers needed - Medi Coach Transportation is looking 
for caring and reliable drivers for nonemergency trans-
portation. CDL is not required. Contact Jeff at (913) 825-
1921.

Sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries 
of Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees 
in our Johnson, Shawnee and Wyandotte County area 

cemeteries. An excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in 
commission is legitimate income potential for the first 
year. Training allowance your first 30 days, then draw + 
commission with bonus opportunities. Med, life, dental, 
optical, prescription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the 
many perks our employees receive. Excellent opportu-
nities for women and men interested in sales career 
and in helping people. Advancement opportunities are 
available for hard-working and focused individuals. Must 
be willing to work some evenings and weekends when 
our client families are available to see us in their homes. 
Once you learn our formula for success, your schedule is 
determined by you. Please email your resume and con-
tact information to: mcrahan@cathcemks.org or fax to 
(913) 353-1413.

Preschool teachers - The Goddard School, 21820 W. 
115th Terr., Olathe, is looking to add to our awesome 
staff. We are looking for a qualified infant lead teacher, 
young toddler lead teacher and a full- and part-time as-
sistant teacher. In our warm, loving atmosphere, caring 
teachers support the healthy development of children 
from six weeks to six years. Candidates should be ex-
tremely organized, professional in attitude and appear-
ance, prepared to plan and facilitate lesson plans accord-
ing to Goddard requirements and able to communicate 
effectively with children, families, co-workers and ad-
ministrators. Full-time benefits include competitive pay, 
opportunities for professional development and career 
growth, and a great working environment. Qualified can-
didates must meet or exceed Kansas regulations, have 
strong communication skills and desire to learn and 
implement the Goddard School programs. Lead teachers 
should have an early childhood education degree, CDA 
or a degree in a related field with an emphasis in early 
childhood education. Owners are Ascension parishio-
ners. Send an email with resume and contact informa-
tion to: olathe2ks@goddardschools.com.

SERVICES
Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer Estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consul-
tation, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@
kc.rr.com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlaw 
yer.com. We moved! Come check out our new office 
in Lenexa. Please do not wait until life seems hopeless 
before getting good quality legal advice that may solve 
your financial stress.

Cleaning lady - Reasonable rates; references provided. 
Call (913) 940-2959.

CLUTTER GETTING YOU DOWN? Organize, fix, assem-
ble, install! “Kevin Of All Trades” your professional orga-
nizer and “HONEY-DO-LIST” specialist. Call today for a 
free consultation at (913) 271-5055. Insured. References. 
Visit our website at: www.KOATINDUSTRIES.com.

Housecleaning - Old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- 
ping, etc. A thorough and consistent job every time. 
References from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. 
Call Sharon at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 
(mobile). Serving the 913 area code area.

Quilted Memories  - Your Kansas City Longarm Shop 
- Nolting Longarm Machines, quilting supplies and ma-
chine quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts 
- Custom designed memory quilts from your T-shirt 
collections, photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, 
etc., neckties etc. For information or to schedule a free 
consultation, call (913) 649-2704. Visit the website at: 
www.quiltedmemoriesllc.com.

Complete plumbing and bath
Master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile 

install, bath remodeling. Onyx Collection Distributor.
Serving Johnson County for 20 years.

Member Ascension Parish; call Mike at (913) 488-4930.

Electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 
south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. Over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

Agua Fina Irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

Visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Mike Hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-

tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

NELSON CREATIONS L.L.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Last year was a great year, thank you to all my cus-
tomers! Spring is around the corner and we do decks, 
windows, doors, house painting, (interior and exterior), 
wood rot, and siding. You name it we can do it. No job too 
big or small. Call Josh at (913) 709-7230.

DRC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - Doors - Decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
Everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to your 
drywall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. We provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified 
and insured! Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 
768-6655. 

EL SOL Y LA  TIERRA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. Email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

Electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

Swalms Organizing - Downsizing - Clean Out Service.  
Reduce clutter - Any space organized.  Shelving built on 
site. Items hauled for recycling and donations.  20 years 
exp, insured.  Call Tillar: (913) 375-9115. WWW.SWALMS 
ORGANIZING.COM.

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 
and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; refer-

ences. Call Dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 
dandeeconst@aol.com.

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

CAREGIVING
Caregiver - Caregiver with over 20 years’ experience 
wants to care for your loved ones. Energetic, strong and 
fun, can provide care and transportation for male or fe-
male. Excellent references. Call Vivian at (913) 292-4829.

Personal care assistant - Helping elderly in their 
homes; providing transportation, grocery shopping, light 
household duties and other chores. Visit the website at: 
www.justcallcindy.com. Send your resume by email to:  
admin@justcallcindy.com or call (913) 515-0484.

Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply look-
ing to improve your current home care quality, we can 

help. Our unique approach to home care has earned us 
a 99% client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus 
families we have assisted. We are family-owned, with 
offices in Lenexa and Lawrence. Call Benefits of Home - 
Senior Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 
727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to 
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and 
nursing facilities. We also provide respite care for main 
caregivers needing some personal time. Call Daughters 
& Company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with Laurie, 
Debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - CNA home health care specialist provides 
TLC in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 
hours, affordable, excellent references provided. Non-
smoker. Call (816) 806-8104.

REAL ESTATE
Wanted to buy: I NEED HOUSES! I buy them as is, with 
no repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t 
want. We buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. 
All sales are cash with no strings attached. Please call 
Mark Edmondson at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish 
member.  

For sale - Corpus Christi, Mooney Creek, 18760 Rog-
ers Rd., Atchison, is accepting bids to sell the “Sisters’ 
house” formerly known as the “convent.” Bids will be 
accepted for entire building and sold as is. Building can 
be moved from property and relocated or salvaged and 
demolished by highest bidder. This 24’ by 32’ building 
has brick exterior, clay tile roof, pocket doors, origi-
nal hardwood floors, original trim and solid core doors 
throughout. Structure, foundation and debris removal, 
backfill and landscaping will be the responsibility of 
successful bidder. For photos, additional information or 
to inspect building, contact finance committee member 
Greg Noll by email at: gregnoll@pmak.org or by calling or 
texting (785) 633-5587.  Corpus Christi reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids if they are determined to be inad-
equate and extend bidding process for additional time. 
The deadline to submit bids will be 6 p.m. on March 3.

FOR RENT
House for rent - Strawberry Hill area. 3 BR, 1 BA, living 
room and dining room. Newly renovated with all new 
appliances. Very clean. Minutes from downtown and KU 
Medical Center. $700 per month. Call (913) 832-8652.     

FOR SALE
Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. 
Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

WANTED TO BUY
Will buy firearms and related accessories - One or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

ANTIQUES WANTED - I buy older wrist- and pocket 
watches, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, post-
cards and photographs, Babe Ruth autographs, pharma-
ceutical drug store soda fountain and military items. Call 
(913) 642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

MISCELLANEOUS
Our Lady of Hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. Visitors welcome.  
Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 
Euclid, Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father 
Ernie Davis. Dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or 
call (816) 729-6776. 

Buying a classified: Cost to advertise 
is: $18.50 for five lines or less; $1.50 each 
additional line; Email:  julie@theleaven.com; 
Phone: (913) 647-0327
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“Maria, 
Maria, 
they call 
the wind 

Maria.” That’s how the song 
from the musical “Paint 
Your Wagon” goes. It always 
comes to mind, when I hear 
Sunday’s first reading — Gn 
22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18. In it, 
God instructs Abraham to 
travel to the land of Moriah, 
to sacrifice there his only son 
Isaac. 

The exact location of the 
land of Moriah remains a 
mystery. However, the Book 
of Genesis attaches the name 
“Yahweh-yireh” to the place 
where Isaac was to be sacri-
ficed, which it also calls, “the 
mountain of the Lord.” Sev-
eral candidates could present 
themselves as possibilities to 
be considered “the mountain 
of the Lord,” Mount Sinai, for 

example. 
But later tradition identi-

fied this particular mountain 
of the Lord as the mount in 
Jerusalem where eventually 
the Temple was built. Within 
the Temple was a huge 
boulder, on top of which the 
altar was erected. Tradition 
further claimed that this was 
the exact spot where Isaac 
was to be sacrificed.

No historical evidence 
supports this claim. But it 
makes theological sense. 
The faith of Israel was 
based on Abraham’s faith, 
which he demonstrated by 
his willingness to sacrifice 
his only son Isaac. It was 
appropriate for the Temple, 
the visible sign of Israel’s 
faith, to stand upon the site 
of the planned sacrifice. It 
all fits together.

We might compare the 
link between the Temple 
Mount and the sacrifice of 
Isaac to the link between 
Simon Peter’s faith and the 
establishment of the church. 
When Jesus asks Simon who 
he thinks Jesus is, Simon 
responds, “You are the Mes-
siah, the Son of the living 
God.” (Mt 16:16) Jesus reacts 
by telling Simon, “You are 
Peter, and upon this rock I 

will build my church.”
Just as Israel was built 

upon the faith of Abraham, 
the church would be built on 
the faith of Simon Peter. Just 
as the Temple would be built 
over the rock where Isaac 
was to be sacrificed, Christ’s 
church would be built on 
Peter, the rock.

What can we take from 
this? The season of Lent 
challenges us to base our 
lives upon our faith in Jesus 
Christ. In that way, we will 
be following in the footsteps 
of Abraham and Simon 
Peter. 

If their faith could serve 
as the foundation for an en-
tire community, for a people, 
surely our faith can serve as 
the foundation for our lives. 
And what a firm foundation 
that will be.

It’s funny how one little 
word can change every-
thing.

Last December 
around the celebration of 
the Immaculate Concep-
tion, a mom approached me 
after Mass with a huge grin 
on her face. I’d mentioned 
during the announcements 
that we had a display of ro-
saries at the front of church. 
I invited folks to spend a 
little time looking over the 
great variety of styles for 
this familiar prayer.

The mom said that her 
young son nudged her and 
had a confused look on his 
face. When she asked what 
was wrong, he said, “Why 
did Father Mark say there 
was a display of groceries 
in church?” Yup, one little 
word can change every-
thing!

Late in December while 
on the Plaza in Kansas City, 
Missouri, my Jesus Caritas 
prayer group popped into 
Barnes & Noble to browse 
for a while. When I heard 
my name, I looked up to 
see Father Phil Winkelbau-
er waving a book at me. 
Knowing that my “hobby” is 
decluttering, he said, “Here’s 
another book for you.” I 
laughed and ignored him, 
but later wandered over to 
peek at the book for myself.

It was called “The 

Life-changing Magic of 
Tidying Up,” by Marie 
Kondo. I snickered to myself 
as I read the subtitle: The 
Japanese Art of Decluttering 
and Organizing. Yeah, right. 
Much to my surprise a little 
sticker on the cover men-
tioned that this was a New 
York Times Best Seller with 
over 2 million copies sold 
worldwide. Really?

I decided to skim a few 
pages. Before I knew it, I 
was engrossed. I didn’t buy 
the book, though, because I 
was sure that my priest bud-
dies would give me grief. 
But the book continued to 
haunt me until I finally or-
dered a copy. What original-
ly piqued my interest in the 
bookstore only deepened as 
I made my way through the 
200 or so pages of this little 
volume.

It seems strange to say 

this, but using the word “ti-
dying” instead of “declutter-
ing” has magically made a 
difference in my outlook to-
ward my possessions. Kondo 
has shifted my mindset from 
“What do I want to get rid 
of?” to “What do I want to 
keep?” And the “yardstick” 
for deciding is to hold each 
item in my hand and ask this 
simple question: Does this 
spark joy? If it does, it’s a 
keeper. If not, out it goes. 

Obviously, “out” doesn’t 
mean just toss it into the 
trash. If it’s something that 
someone else can use, it 
goes into a donate bag.

The author writes: “To 
truly cherish the things that 
are important to you, you 
must first discard those that 
have outlived their pur-
pose.” Then she mentions 
something that has made 
parting with things much 
easier: “Let them go, with 
gratitude.” Trust me, this 
works.

Let me give you a silly 
example. This will probably 
come as no shock to anyone 
who knows me, but I’m not 
much of a clothes horse. In 
fact, I usually wear my poor 
clothes until they wear out. 
I had a pair of socks with 
a small hole in the bottom. 
Every time I took them out 
of the drawer, I noticed 
that the hole was getting 

worse. But I continued to 
wear them (even though, go 
figure, I have plenty of socks 
— some brand-new — in the 
drawer). 

Taking Kondo’s advice, 
when I grabbed this pair 
of socks the other day, I 
stopped putting them on. I 
said a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing that they had served me 
well for such a long time . . . 
and put them in the trash. I 
can’t tell you how good that 
felt. 

I’ve started to do the 
same with other clothes in 
my closet. I’ve taken out 
shirts that no longer fit — 
but that I’ve kept for some 
unknown reason — said a 
prayer of thanks for the use 
I did get out of them and 
placed them in a donation 
bag. After the clothes, I’ll 
move on to tidy my books 
this Lent. 

Much as I hate to admit 
it, Kondo is right when she 
writes: “Putting your house 
in order is fun! The pro-
cess of assessing how you 
feel about the things you 
own, identifying those that 
have fulfilled their purpose, 
expressing your gratitude, 
and bidding them farewell is 
really about examining your 
inner self, a rite of passage 
to a new life.”

In my book, that’s not 
magic. It’s a miracle!
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FATHER 
MARK GOLDASICH
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

MARK MY WORDS

Faith in Jesus provides a firm foundation

FATHER MIKE STUBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in Overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
University.

IN THE BEGINNING

SCRIPTURE READINGS

SECOND WEEK OF LENT

March 1
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Gn 22: 1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18
Ps 116: 10, 15-19
Rom 8: 31b-34
Mk 9: 2-10

March 2
Monday
Dn 9: 4b-10
Ps 79: 8-9, 11, 13
Lk 6: 36-38

March 3
Katharine Drexel, virgin
Is 1: 10, 16-20
Ps 50: 8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23
Mt 23: 1-12

March 4
Casimir
Jer 18: 18-20
Ps 31: 5-6, 14-16
Mt 20: 17-28

March 5
Thursday
Jer 17: 5-10
Ps 1: 1-4, 6
Lk 16: 19-31

March 6
Friday
Gn 37: 3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a
Ps 105: 16-21
Mt 21: 33-43, 45-46

March 7
Perpetua and Felicity, martyrs
Mi 7: 14-15, 18-20
Ps 103: 1-4, 9-12
Lk 15: 1-3, 11-32

POPE FRANCIS
Christianity is not a set of prohibitions, but 

a “project for life” that can lead to true hap-
piness in building better relationships and a 
better world, Pope Francis told Catholic young 
people. “Do you realize how much you are 
worth in the eyes of God?” the pope asked 
youths in his annual message for local cele-
brations of World Youth Day. 

“Do you know that you are loved and wel-
comed by him unconditionally?” The ability to 
love and be loved is beautiful and is a key to 
happiness, but sin means it also can be “de-
based, destroyed or spoiled” by selfishness or 
the desire for pleasure or power, he said in the 
message, published Feb. 17 at the Vatican. 

In preparation for the next international 
celebration of World Youth Day, which will 
be held in Krakow, Poland, July 25-Aug. 1, 

2016, many dioceses will have their own cel-
ebrations Palm Sunday, March 29. The Poland 
gathering will focus on the beatitude from St. 
Matthew’s Gospel, “Blessed are the merci-
ful, for they will be shown mercy.” The 2015 
theme chosen by Pope Francis is the beati-
tude, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.”

— CNS

One little word changed it all
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Without 
any 
prompt-

ing from me, my 
husband put on his 
warmest coat, hat 
and gloves to go out into 
the subzero gray morning 
to plow the snow from our 
long driveway so that I 
could get my car out of the 
garage to go to work. 

He then cleared the 
steep driveway of the 
home belonging to the 
widow who lives across 
the road from us. He came 
back into the kitchen to 
warm up with a cup of 
coffee for a moment before 

heading back out into the 
frigid cold to plow the 
drive of the widow who 
lives to the south of us. 

“It’s nothing,” he says. 
No praise is needed. 

He does this work quietly, 
cheerfully, merely grateful 
for the ability to help.

Caring for our neighbors 

as he does reminds me of 
the biblical verse in which 
Jesus tells us what to do: 
“But when you give to the 
poor, do not let your left 
hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your 
giving will be in secret. And 
your Father who sees what 
is done in secret will reward 
you” (Mt 6:3-4).

During this season of 
Lent, many people ask their 
pastors for suggestions of 
opportunities for stew-
ardship, for ways to give 
back to the Lord for all the 
goodness in their lives. They 
ask, “Is there a ministry that 
needs my help?”

Of course, the church 
can connect people to many 
opportunities for service. 
There are numerous orga-

nizations, programs and 
ministries that need phys-
ical, spiritual or financial 
help, such as those support-
ed by the Archbishop’s Call 
to Share.

Opportunities to show 
our love for others are plen-
tiful. Giving money is one 
way, but we can also give 
kindness and respect. We 
can offer a word of encour-
agement to a struggling 
young person, shovel snow 
or dig a garden for those 
who need help, cheerfully 
greet our co-workers, “pay 
it forward” at a fast-food 
drive-thru, volunteer at the 
hospital, let someone else 
have that parking space, 
straighten the pamphlets in 
the vestibule at church, sort 
and donate coats, clothing, 

and household items, send 
a greeting card to an elderly 
relative, pray a rosary for 
the repose of the soul of a 
departed loved one, take 
fresh produce to the food 
pantry, mentor a student . . . 
we can do all these things 
and more.

Why do we give alms, 
especially during Lent? As 
Christian stewards, it is 
because we are grateful to 
God and recognize that all 
we have is a gift from God. 
We share because we love 
God and our neighbor as 
ourselves. 

“As each one has received 
a gift, use it to serve one 
another as good stewards 
of God’s varied grace” (1 Pt 
4:10).

Lent: A season of endless opportunities for charity

Barbarism at home: Write your legislator in support of D&E ban
Editor’s note: This column 

contains graphic material 
that some may find very 
disturbing.

We have 
all been 
shocked 

by the barbaric and 
horrific nature of the 
killings by ISIS. 

Yet the barbaric acts of 
killing unborn babies go 
largely unnoticed by much 
of society. Yet these grue-
some killings occur widely 
and on a large scale in the 
United States. The state of 
Kansas records nearly 600 
such acts each year, and na-
tionwide the toll is around 
100,000. Why are our 
sensibilities not offended? 
Is our desire for so-called 
sexual freedom so strong 

that we can even shrug 
off these atrocities against 
the unborn? Is our apathy 
and self-interest at such a 
heightened level that we are 
numb to these atrocities?

These abortions are 
performed by the procedure 
known as D&E (dilation and 
evacuation). This procedure 
involves grabbing the arms 
and legs of living, pain-ca-
pable unborn children and 
ripping them from their 
bodies. 

Lest you have any doubts 
as to the nature of this 
procedure, listen to how 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Anthony Kennedy, who is 
often regarded as the swing 
vote on pro-life issues, 
describes this technique: 
“The fetus, in many cases, 
dies just as a human adult 
or child would: It bleeds 
to death as it is torn apart 
limb from limb. The fetus 
can be alive at the begin-
ning of the dismemberment 
process and can survive for 
a time while its limbs are 
being torn off.” 

D&E abortions should 
offend the sensibilities of 
all of society and force us 
into action to defend these 
babies. There is no justifi-
cation for this barbarism. 
There is only rationalization 
and apathy. One cannot help 
but recall Christ’s words: 
“Whatever you did not do 
for one of the least of these, 

you did not do for me” (Mt 
25:45).

We have seen the bene-
fits of legislation that both 
serves to provide some pro-
tection to unborn children 
and also serves to educate 
the public. Partial-birth 
abortion has been banned. 
Pain-capable unborn child 
legislation has been passed 
in Kansas and several other 
states. Such legislation helps 
to reveal the humanity and 
horrific plight of the chil-
dren hidden from our view.

Now Kansas is the first 
in the nation to introduce 
legislation to ban the D&E 
abortion technique. Hope-
fully, this legislation will 
pass this legislative session. 
Governor Sam Brownback 
has stated that he will sign 
this legislation into law. 

What kind of defense 
can Planned Parenthood, 
other pro-abortion forces, 
and pro-abortion legislators 

muster? Any such defense 
will certainly involve decep-
tive language and attempts 
to shift our focus away from 
what is actually occurring. 

Help keep the focus on 
the barbaric nature of these 
abortions. Contact your leg-
islators and ask them to ban 
D&E abortions.

RON KELSEY
Ron Kelsey is the archdiocesan 
consultant for the pro-life office. You 
can email him at: prolife@archkck.
org or call (913) 647-0350.

BUILDING THE CULTURE OF LIFE

LESLE KNOP
Lesle Knop is the executive director 
of the archdiocesan office of stew-
ardship and development. You can 
email her at: lknop@archkck.org.

SIMPLY STEWARDSHIP

PROJECT RACHEL
While the church has 

been on the front lines 
defending life, it has also 
walked out onto the bat-
tlefield looking to minis-
ter to the wounded.  Proj-
ect Rachel offers a safe, 
confidential place to be-
gin a healing journey after 
an abortion experience.  
Visit the website at: www.
ProjectRachelKC.com or 
send an email to: project 
rachelkc@archkck.org. 

Catholic Foundation of Northeast Kansas
• Catholic Bequests

• Gift Annuities

• Endowments

Remember a gift to the church in your will
(913) 647-0325  CFNEK@archkck.org  www.cfnek.org

• Donor Advised Funds

• Named Scholarship Funds

• Memorial Funds
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By Joe Bollig
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K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— Jessica Langdon 
doesn’t let much stand 
in the way of getting 
a story — even if that 
means a few good
   shoes have to die.

Many shoes died while she worked for 
the Times Record News in Wichita Falls, 
Texas.

“Every time I had a brand-new pair of 
shoes, I got called out to a fire,” said Lang-
don. “Every time. Which meant walking 
through dirt and water.”

It got to the point that a contact in the 
Fire Department asked her to warn them 
the next time she bought a new pair of 

shoes. 
T h e y 

wanted to be 
ready.

 “New 
shoes didn’t 
stay new 
shoes for 
long,” she 
said. “I cov-
ered the 
2007 floods 
far less ex-

tensively than many of my co-workers, 
and I still lost almost every pair of shoes 
I had.”

Fortunately, her shoes got a break 
when Langdon came home to Kansas 
when a job opened up at The Leaven. She 
came aboard in June 2011 and, in doing 
so, has saved her soles.

Well, except when she covered that 
tornado near Corning. . . . THOSE shoes 
were TOAST.

Langdon grew up in Prairie Village 
(not a village, no prairie), the daughter 
of Jim and Sharon Langdon. Her father 
raised her after her mother died when 
Langdon was 10 years old.

“He’s amazing, and I absolutely can’t 
imagine going through life without hav-
ing him as a parent and a best friend,” 
said Langdon. “He’s also a writer, and I’m 
sure he passed that on to me, as well as 
his sense of humor. So I’m pretty good at 
whipping out a dad joke here and there.”

Langdon grew up in St. Ann Parish. 
She is a product of Catholic schools from 
kindergarten through St. Teresa’s Acade-
my in Kansas City, Missouri.

“It made me who I am, or helped me to 
at least start figuring out who I am,” said 
Langdon. “It taught me to think my own 
thoughts and develop my voice. There 
were people there who encouraged me 
to put 100 percent into everything I do. 
I don’t think I’d be who or where I am 
without their influence.”

When Langdon graduated from St. 
Teresa’s Academy, she attended the Uni-
versity of Kansas in Lawrence, where she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism 
with a broadcast news emphasis.

Langdon’s journey included an intern-

ship — and later a job — at WIBW-TV 
in Topeka, followed by a two-and-a-half- 
year stint at KAUZ-TV in Wichita Falls, 
Texas. A seven-and-a-half-year term at 
the Times Record News in Wichita Falls 
followed.

That’s the town ravaged by the 1979 
tornado, of which people still talk.

“Yes, I learned all about the tornado,” 
said Langdon. 

Since then, there have been plenty of 
other natural disasters — drought, flood, 
wild fires, moth infestations of biblical 
proportions — all of which Langdon cov-
ered. 

Occasionally, there were even animals.
“I got sent out on a snowy Valentine’s 

Day and covered snow the entire day, 
and I was supposed to have a date that 
night,” said Langdon. “Instead, I got to 
help the photographer line up animals 
at a big ag show. I got pushed into a pig, 
and I was so mad. It was definitely an 
experience.”

It was at the newspaper, covering very 
difficult stories, that Langdon earned her 
reporter’s chops. 

 “I think to be a good journalist,” said 
Langdon, “you have to be able to feel the 
story. It’s never just going through the 
motions. There were a lot of times I [ex-
perienced] the emotions of the people 
suffering — or celebrating.”

Reporting on the church — like sud-
denly taking over the science, sports or 
business beat — presents a steep learn-
ing curve to the newcomer. Fortunately, 
Langdon was up to the challenge.

“I went to Catholic schools and re-

ceived the sacraments, but there is so 
much beyond what I remembered from 
my school days,” said Langdon. 

“The faith is very simple, but it’s also 
very complicated,” she said. “Sometimes 
I understood it from the simple level, but 
had a lot of learning to do about the as-
pects that were more complicated. There 
is so much richness and history.”

The beat was not the only thing that 
challenged Langdon. The industry itself 
is in constant upheaval, as reporters and 
editors struggle to find the best way to 
tell their stories. But that’s where Lang-
don’s mixed media experience put her a 
step ahead — as did her enthusiasm for 
learning new things.

“Jessica is a very quick study. While 
reporting is her primary responsibility, 
she has taught herself video editing and 
website construction along the way, all 
in aid of finding more and better ways 
to tell our stories,” said managing editor 
Anita McSorley.

 And the faith of the people she has re-
ported on has affected the way she looks 
at her own life, providing examples of 
how faith should be lived.

“The people we write about welcome 
us into their lives, and that’s a privilege 
for a reporter,” she said. But her years 
of covering the grittier side of life have 
left her with a bias toward her subjects 
whose faith has come at a greater cost 
than most.  

 “I also like the stories about the strug-
gles people have with their faith, because 
that makes it so much more real to me 
— not sugarcoating what faith truly is,” 

she said. “I like stories about what peo-
ple have overcome, and how faith has 
changed them and come back into their 
lives. 

“I like the humanity involved in it.”
Reporters are readers, too, and this 

perspective informs Langdon as she sits 
at the keyboard.

“Sometimes I struggle with writing 
as much as anyone probably does,” she 
said. “I think you have to look at what 
resonates with you in a story to start it 
off — to look for something that you’d 
tell a friend, ‘Guess what!’ — and to use 
the information that hooked you as the 
piece you hope will hook other people 
into the story.”

Recurring deadlines week after week 
take the endurance of a marathoner — 
no problem for Langdon, a runner her-
self.  

“There are not many athletes here at 
The Leaven, but Jessica certainly quali-
fies as one,” said McSorley. “She’s got a 
passion for running, for Pilates, and a 
whole host of other fitness activities. 
Which is great for us, since it gives her 
the endurance to write scads of copy for 
us.” 

“But my favorite Jessica story is the 
winter she fell on the ice and fractured 
her arm the week before she was respon-
sible for our two-page centerpiece,” Mc-
Sorley continued. “Ever the trouper, she 
wrote the whole thing by texting it with 
her good hand into her phone. 

“We can’t wait to see what she does 
for an encore!”
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Jessica Langdon earned her professional stripes by covering every kind of disaster imaginable as a reporter for the Times Record in Wichita Falls, Texas. 
These days she’s telling the stories of Catholics of the archdiocese as a reporter for The Leaven.

The tornado that leveled houses near Corning also claimed another victim 
— Jessica Langdon’s shoes. The veteran reporter’s shoes bit the dust after 
hours of wading through the mud and debris at the scene.


